Judiwa Thulman

STEP-BACK PLANNING GIVES PRIVACY

in the Dussemir Flat Buliding, erected on & 49-#4. Los Angeles (n-
iide lek, Desigeer GREGORY AIN managed fo mest ar sxcep-
fiomally rigorous set of basic demands: complete homes for four
small famliles, sach with a privete pafle, cross ventllotion and
sunlight in all reoms, and a3 much privacy for vach ome of ihe
wnits s Is wsmolly obdained in detached single-family dwellings

Mr. Amw TELLS us that “reactions by homse hunters, unac-
quainted with ‘modern architecture’; were interesting. It took
a month ]u:.nEi:-l to rent theso fats than to rent & conventional
flat building erected simultaneously on the same sireet. Buot
when ||1.-|::|.' ware tealed, these Hats were leased for a Vear [l‘nl]ll!l:‘
unusual for inexpensive Mats in Los Angeles), and the owner
reports a 255 higher rental than for neighboring fMats of the
sare size.” Principal vertical construction members are 4-hy-<1
posts, continuous for the two stories. These are motched to
receive continmous lintels, providing a strong, earthquake-
resistant rigid frame. The uprights also serve as Bnished door
and window jambs, thus eliminating much detail. The cost of
the group came to approximately $3500 for each of the units.

MEWS
a5



DUNSMUIR FLATS, LOS AMBELES

fios &y faliss Shalfman

Toward the patie. the sill level of the windows b dropped to 26 ia.
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Plans of typical wnit

Arn nooms of cach unit are directly ac-
cossible from the entrance and stair hall.
Tha Iivinu raenimi, Kibchen-dinetie, and hath
bedrooms in each apartment have windows
on three sides, Yet this entails no loss of
privacy, &z those facing the entrance or
strect fromts are clerestories, above eye
level, Between the living moom and the
dincite 18 & shiding glass door, 6 ft. wide,
which permits closing off of the cooking
space from the living room, while retaining
iliz light. From the living room, a glass
door leads out to the private patic.
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The garden front of the Dunsmuir Flats. MNote how the step-back arargement confributes fo the privacy of the individual units
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